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$26,500 CSU Scholarship for legionnaires
The American Legion, Depart-

ment of Michigan family is the 
largest veteran organization in the 
state of Michigan with over 100,000 
members. Our Learning Partnership 
with Columbia Southern University 
(CSU) since 2022 will provide mutu-
ally supporting benefits and provide 
educational opportunities to the 
members of The American Legion 
Department of Michigan, the Aux-
iliary Department of Michigan, and 
the Sons of the American Legion, 
their spouses, and their dependents.

Starting March 1, 2023 until May 
1, 2023 any American Legion De-
partment of Michigan family mem-
ber in good standing can apply for a 
$26,500 scholarship to attend CSU. 
The scholarship will be directly ap-
plied to the recipient’s tuition for up 
to 60 semester hours or 36 consec-
utive months in the selected online 
degree program, whichever comes 
first. This scholarship covers tuition 
only. Textbooks and fees are the re-
sponsibility of the scholarship recip-

ient.
Furthermore, NEW American 

Legion members are eligible to take 
a free class a value of $770. If other 
American Legion members have an 
interest please contact State Adjutant 
and current CSU student Runyan.

Application Period: The scholar-
ship opens on March 1, 2023

Applications must be complet-
ed and returned by May 1, 2023. An 
awardee will be selected and present-
ed their scholarship at the Michigan 
American Legion Annual Conven-
tion.

Application will be available on 
March 1st at: www.michiganlegion.
org/CSU  

 Eligibility
• Candidates must have high 

school transcript or equivalent 
(GED)

• Applicants must be available 
to begin their course work within six 
months of the award

• Candidate must be able to 
maintain a 2.0 GPA for undergrad 

and 3.0 GPA for graduate
• Students who have previous 

college must meet academic require-
ments for admission to CSU

• Students must remain in 
good standing with CSU throughout 
the degree program

• Current students must al-
ready meet these requirements for 
consideration

• Membership in The Amer-
ican Legion Department of Michi-
gan, the Michigan American Legion 
Auxiliary, and the Michigan Sons of 
the American Legion is required pri-
or to application for this scholarship. 

• Must be a member in good 
standing within The American Le-
gion Department of Michigan, the 
Michigan American Legion Auxil-
iary, and the Michigan Sons of the 
American Legion.

You, as an American Legion De-
partment of Michigan family mem-
ber, can apply for the scholarship 
exclusively for CSU Learning Part-
ners. The American Legion Depart-

ment of Michigan family members 
and employees are eligible to receive 
these exclusive benefits, as well as 
their spouses and dependents. CSU’s 
affordable tuition rates, coupled 
with various ways to save, provide 
you with a unique opportunity to 
achieve your academic goals within 
your budget and on your own terms.

With all degree programs offered 
completely online, there is no need 
for students to miss valuable time at 
work to attend a class or take a test. 
Our open enrollment and self-paced 
programs give students the flexibili-
ty to fit their education around their 
career and family commitments.

Members of The American Le-
gion, Department of Michigan fam-
ily will also receive a 15% tuition 
discount* on courses taken with Co-
lumbia Southern University (CSU).

For more information, contact 
CSU for more details at: 800-977-
8449 or go to: www.columbiasouth-
ern.edu 

After several years in the making, the American Legion Department of Michigan is ready to dedicate the Head-
Quarter’s Paver Memorial. The project will be installed in front of the Main entrance at the Department offices in 
Lansing on the Friday before Memorial Day, May 26, 2023. The dedication will include guest speakers and lunch 
following the ceremony.

“It seems like just yesterday the Foundation got its first preorder for one of the Memorial bricks. Now we are look-
ing forward to our groundbreaking,” said State Adjutant Ron Runyan. “For the past year, ads for memorial brick sales 
have appeared in every edition of the Michigan Legionnaire, as well as on the website. The Department sent out email 
blasts and also advertised on Facebook to give every Legionnaire the opportunity to Buy a Brick.”

Originally designed as a fundraiser for the Michigan Legion Foundation, the “Buy a Brick” program has allowed 
members from across the state to commemorate their military service or the service of a loved one who has passed. 
Buyers could choose three different sizes with a combination of a message of up to 126 characters or fewer with select 
symbols commemorating their service. The paver Memorial will include a bench for reflection at the site.

The next step includes a landscape architect artistically arranging the various-sized bricks to enhance the appear-
ance of the Department office on Verlinden Ave. in Lansing. No date has been set yet for the groundbreaking, but the 
project should be completed by the Fourth of July.

Paver Memorial Dedication Planned for May
HAPPY 104th BIRTHDAY  AMERICAN LEGION!
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Runyan’s Ramblings
A Look Back With a Look Forward

Headquarters

A VERY REWARDING
WINTER MEETING!

Marilyn Britten
Department 
Commander

Ron Runyan 
Department Adjutant 
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Congratulations to everyone who came to the 
Winter Meeting. We hope you enjoyed the training 
and comradery. Special thanks to the 21 posts that 
reached their 100% goal by March 10th and received 
a plaque. There are more plaques to be had, make 
your 100% before the convention, and you too could 
get one, and any of the posts that have already re-
ceived one can get a second one if they exceed the 
numbers after their March 10th achievement. I am 
very proud of everyone’s hard work in reaching out 
to their communities, building relationships, and 
gaining members because of it. 

Serving others, be it the ones wanting to learn 
first aid or helping a veteran get their benefits from the VA, is part of our 
mission. We have a lot to offer through our many programs. Find the one 
where your interest lies and jump in. Our work will never be done, but we 
will have helped a lot of others along the way. Let’s get to it and get it done.

I am so proud to serve as your Department Ad-
jutant in the great state of Michigan. It is like a well-
oiled machine with our members, chairpersons, 
committees, and staff all working in unison to en-
sure the programs are happening and veterans are 
being served. This month is our American Legion 
Birthday, and we will be celebrating 104 years! That 
is a lot of candles for any of us to blow out, however, 
we can enjoy some cake, right? 

We are already planning our annual convention 
in Sault Ste Marie July 6-9 at the Kewadian Casino 

and Resort. All the details for rooms and registration are in the paper and 
online. I suggest you get your rooms early as they fill up fast! Make sure to 
take advantage of the beauty in the upper peninsula while visiting. We will 
address a lot of business at this meeting and elect our new state officers.

We have just returned from Washington DC, where our Michigan lead-
ers met our US Senators and members of Congress. We had a full slate of 
legislative issues that they needed to address. Please take the time to visit the 
front of the website where our Legislative Priorities are and get involved for 
the sake of veterans and benefits.

Congratulations and happy birthday to the Michigan Veterans Affairs 
Agency, also known as MVAA, for 10 years. We have a very strong partner-
ship between us, all the other Veteran Organizations, and the MVAA. We 
are performing in tandem to ensure we are here now and until we are no 
longer needed by those who fight for our freedoms and protect our nation!
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 Do you have a photo you would like 
to submit for the Michigan Legionnaire 
and/or website use? E-mail it to us at me-
dia@michiganlegion.org.
 Please keep the photo at least 200 
dpi or larger. Please do not submit hard 
copies of photos. Photos clipped from 
newspapers cannot be used with out ex-
press written consent of the author. We 
look for photos showing Legion caps in 
action whenever possible.
 Interested in placing an ad in the 
Michigan Legionnaire? Please Contact Jim 

Showers
media@michiganlegion.org 

517-220-2747

Consider Becoming an Organ Donor
The Children’s Organ Transplant Association was 

founded in April 1986 when residents of Bloomington, 
Indiana, rallied around a toddler who needed a life-sav-
ing liver transplant. In less than eight weeks, the com-
munity raised more than $100,000 to place the boy on 
the organ waiting list. Sadly, he died before an organ 
was found. Those community volunteers, along with 
his parents, turned tragedy into triumph by using the 
funds to help other transplant families. That was our 
beginning, and those volunteers were our first Miracle 
Makers.  

For more than 35 years, thanks to the commitment 
of the men and women of The American Legion Fam-
ily, we have assisted thousands of children and young 
adults by helping to raise funds for a lifetime of trans-
plant-related expenses. Extensive volunteer networks 
across the nation are working to ensure that no child 
or young adult needing an organ or tissue transplant 
is excluded from a transplant waiting list due to lack 

of funds.  We need your help today to make sure that 
tragedies like the one that was the catalyst in founding 
COTA, are not repeated.

The United States achieved a historic milestone in 
2022 with one million transplants performed – more 
than any other country in the world. However, 17 peo-
ple die each day in the United States waiting for an or-
gan transplant. Another person is added to the nation’s 
organ transplant waiting list every nine minutes. One 
organ donor can save eight lives. April is National Do-
nate Life Month, and I am asking everyone within The 
American Legion Family to go to www.RegisterMe.org 
and register to be a designated organ and/or tissue do-
nor. 

You can become a COTA Miracle Maker. Find out 
how your Post, Unit, Squadron or Legion Riders can 
help a transplant family near you by visiting COTA.org/
Legion.
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The American Legion founders believed that vet-
erans should work in unity to assist and strengthen 
our communities through individual Service. In 1923, 
When proposing the “Iowa Idea,” which became the 
Americanism Commission, Past National Com-

mander Hanford MacNider said, “We must continue to serve the country 
in the same spirit we had in war, and we do that only if we have every Post 
doing something for its Community.”

For 100 years, our Posts have continued this commitment to the Amer-
icanism programs in Michigan. Even though the deadlines have passed 
for many of our programs this year, there is still time to do more for the 
youth in our community. 

Let’s finish the year strong by making every effort to nominate more 
Teachers and sign up more Students for Boys States, Student Trooper, and 
more Teams for Baseball before the Deadlines.

Eagle Scout of the Year: Deadline for submission is March 1 
Teacher of the Year: Deadline for submissions is April 3
Student Trooper: Deadline for applications is April 10
Boys State:  Deadline for applications is May 1
Baseball: Deadline to register a team is May 15

The Americanism Report
Dan Cooper 
2nd Vice Commander 
Americanism & Community Service

Over the course of the 
last few years, I’ve had sev-
eral conversations with Post 
Leadership Teams, who all 
voiced similar concerns.  The 

two most common questions arising from these 
conversations are “How do we get our members 
more active in our Post?” and “How do we at-
tract younger Veterans into our Post?”  Those 
sound like two entirely different questions, but 
they are very tightly tied together.  You can’t 
answer one question without coming up with a 
solution for the other.

I believe most of us will agree that we need 
to figure out how to grow our Legion young-
er.  It sounds like an insurmountable task, but 
if we take it one piece at a time, we can all get 
there.  Today’s Veteran is deeply connected to 
their family…their entire life revolves around 
their family.  If we create activities and events 
with the family in mind, many of these younger 

Veterans will participate, but more importantly, 
they’ll bring their spouse and children along.  
When we create something that provides val-
ue to our members and their families, they will 
make it a priority to become involved.

There are so many ways your Post can start 
to become more active in your community.  
Start out small, and don’t overwhelm your re-
sources…your members.  Some ideas might in-
clude raising the flag at home football games, 
participating in community gatherings, taking 
on an Adopt-A-Highway route, and even what 
my home Post did, holding the rope for a fa-
mous highwire act.  Most importantly, be seen 
in your community…strive to be the organiza-
tion that gets the first call when your city, town, 
or village needs a hand.

Let’s talk a bit about meetings.  How many 
times have you attended a meeting where abso-
lutely nothing was accomplished, and nothing 
of value was discussed?  It’s the same old bor-
ing meeting from one month to the next.  So if 
we feel that our meetings aren’t worth our time, 
how can we expect newer members to feel any 
differently?  The same rule applies to meetings 

as it does to activities…they all need to cre-
ate value.  As an example, I’m going to quote a 
younger Veteran who reported to me after his 
first Post meeting experience when he was ap-
proached to consider running for Commander.

“Meeting went good.  You’re going to have 
to educate me about the “Home.” Lots of talk 
about it and how they control our building and 
the bar….Not any discussion on events geared 
towards recruiting of new members.”

For this member, that meeting was a waste 
of his time…it provided nothing of any value to 
entice him to come back for more.  If our meet-
ings are productive, planning in nature, and 
open, our members will want to become a part 
of them.

Throughout this entire discussion, we’ve 
heard the word “Value.”  Everything we do must 
create value for our members.  Here’s a simple 
motto to follow…”Through volunteerism, strive 
to return more value to your community and 
its’ Veterans than the mere dollar amount of 
their donations.”  When your community sees 
value in what you do, so too will its’ Veterans 
and their families!

Brian Mohlman 
1st Vice Commander
Membership and Post Activity

Recruit More Members by Increasing your Post’s Value

The dedicated veterans of the Honor Guard give back to their community by honoring 
the lives and sacrifices of service members. Their selflessness and commitment to hon-
oring the fallen embody the American Legion’s spirit.

The Berkley American Legion Post 374’s Honor Guard

Craig Gregory and Jackie Casey presented a check from the Greenville 
Legion Riders Post 101 for $1000.00 to Trevor Wright at the Montcalm 
County Veterans affairs for the Emergency Relief fund.

Riders Make Donation

Department Of
Michigan
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So what does “My Grace is sufficient for You” mean?         
1. God gets the glory in every situation.
If we were able to solve all our problems, then we could take some of 

the glory. But we can’t sustain ourselves, and if it wasn’t for God pushing 
us, we would not have made it. God’s power is made perfect in weakness 
because it ensures that he gets all the glory alone. He is the one who has 
done it all, and we will boast only in him. 

2. God’s power is the greatest.
God’s grace is sufficient for us because we are mortal humans, and 

when faced with our own Red Sea and fears, we wouldn’t be able to cross 
it without the help of God. His grace IS sufficient, and his power is able to 
keep us going through every struggle.

3. God is the deliverer.
God has been in the business of deliverance from the very beginning 

of the ages. He loves to deliver his people when the stakes are high and the 
odds are the worst God’s power is made perfect in our weakness because 
only God can deliver us, and we don’t have the power to rescue or deliver 
or save.

4. We have to trust in God alone.
God wants his people to know that he alone is their hope. God leads 

us through the valley of death so that we”ll trust in him alone and cling to 
his sufficient grace.

5. It deepens our trust in God.
There is no problem in planning for the future, but it’s easy to fall into 

the trap of trusting in our own understanding rather than God’s sufficient 
grace. When we trust in the sufficiency of God’s grace, we will be anxious 
for nothing. In heaven, we will be praising and thanking God for his suffi-
cient grace in our lives, our children’s lives, and in everything, He will get 
the ultimate glory.  For God and County.

Chaplain’s Corner
Rodney Tolbert, Department Chaplain

Joe McClellan, 18th. District Finance Officer and Frank Roche, Post 253 Royal Oak pre-
senting a check to Ms. Kathleen Grobbel Supervisor, Child Life 5 South at Corewell 
Health William Beaumont University Hospital in Royal Oak, in support of Moonbeams 
and Sweet dreams, December 13th.

Moonbeams and Sweet Dreams

Legion Post 374 chooses Public Safety 
Officer of the Year

The Berkley American Legion Post 374 honored Public Safety Officer 
Michael Bunting on Friday 9 December 2022 during a dinner at the Post 
on 12 Mile Road in Berkley. 

Director of Public Safety Matt Koehn, PSO Michael Bunting, American Legion 
Commander William (Ike) Isenhour

Introducing
Post 722 

Post 722 was chartered in the 
Fall of 2022 - at Saginaw’s Regional 
Correctional Facility (SRF) - in con-
junction with the Michigan Depart-
ment on Corrections’ only Veteran 
Housing Unit, established in 2016. 
District 8 was instrumental in men-
toring the formation of Post 722, 
while Post 165’s Dennis Schur nav-
igated the many logistical hurdles in 
forming an American Legion post 
within the Michigan Department 
of Corrections. Schur also serves as 
the Veterans Unit Program Coor-
dinator. Several Posts are located in 
prisons throughout the country, but 
Post 722 is Michigan’s first. The Vet-
erans unit at SRF houses over 200 
veterans - while Post 722 has an ini-
tial chartered membership of nearly 
50 incarcerated veterans. These vet-
erans range in their time of service 
from the Vietnam era through the 
Global War on Terrorism. 

The members of Post 722 are 
motivated to make a positive impact 
on their community and the Legion 
as a whole. In spite of, or maybe be-
cause of their circumstances, these 
veterans stand as an encouraging 
collaboration of eager individuals 
with unique skills and backgrounds. 

Initial projects for Post 722 include 
many rudimentary initiatives and a 
massive data collection project for 
easier tracking of Michigan’s Ameri-
can Legions’ point accruements. Post 
722 is eyeing a ‘pie in the sky’ proj-
ect, which could remarkably impact 
Michigan’s homeless veterans and 
provide inmates with real job skills 
and a true sense of purpose. SRF is 
equipped with a Building Trades 
program that enables the compound 
to produce a range of finished car-
pentry products. Although limited 
in size and capabilities, in partner-
ship with Post 722, SRF’s Building 
Trades program has great potential 
to contribute to the construction of 
“tiny” homes for homeless veterans. 

This is where Post 722 is asking 
for your help. Although the idea is 
still in its infancy, with a partnership 
with a Non-Profit entity in Michigan 
(Tunnels to Towers, Built To Honor, 
or something similar), its momen-
tum could catch traction. If you, 
or someone you know, could pro-
vide positive leads in “know-how” 
and connections with established 
Non-Profits - we hope to lay the 
foundation of this truly meaning-
ful initiative. Please contact Dennis 
Schur via Post 165 if you think you 
have information pertinent to this 
exciting venture. 



6  | MICHIGAN LEGIONNAIRE & AUXILIAIRE | March 2023 Michalaux.org

M e m b e r s h i p  Aw a r d s  Fr o m  t h e  Wi n t e r  M e e t i n g
R e c o g n i z i n g  t h e  Po s t s  t h a t  h a v e  a c h e i v e d  1 0 0 %  o f  t h e i r  m e m b e r s h i p  G o a l !
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2023 Winter Meeting
Crowne Plaza Lansing Michigan

G u e s t  S p e a k e r

D r .  L i n d a   L e e  T a r v e r
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2023 Membership as of February 27, 2023: 48,883-86.74%

Second District 
Meetings start at 11 am with the SAL followed by the 
Riders at Noon with a Lunch VSO starts at 1 pm and 
Legion meetings are at 2 pm.

March 12, 2023 Post 268 Milan
April 22, 2023 Post 315 Brooklyn
May 14, 2023 Post 324 Jackson- Rose City

Third District 
Meetings are at 1:00pm, lunch at noon.

March 5, 2023 Post 157 
104 E Chicago St. Quincy, MI
May 7, 2023 Post 196  
104 Coldwater Rd. Union City, MI

Fourth District
Service officers training at 11:00 am Dinner at 12:30 pm 

Meetings at 2:00 pm.

March 5, 2023 Stevensville Post 568 
May 7, 2023 South Haven Post 49 

Fifth District
Meetings are on the 2nd Thursday of every month. Din-

ner @ 6:00 pm and Meeting @ 7 pm. 

March 9, 2023 Daniel G. Cassard Post # 208 (Kent-
wood) 
May 11, 2023 Post 28 (Grand Haven) 
July 13, 2023  TBD  

Sixth District
Service Officer School at 11:10 am (when sched-

uled),Lunch at Noon, 
Meetings at 1 pm

March 12, 2023 Pinckney Memorial Post 419 9807 White-
wood Rd. Pinckney MI 48169 517-878-9522
May 7, 2023 Buck Reasoner Post 238
1785 Cedar St.
Holt MI 48842
517-699-2235

Seventh District

March 12, 2023 Caro 
May 21, 2023 Mt. Clemens 

Eighth District 
Trainings will start at Noon, Dinner at 1:00pm with Legion 

and Auxiliary meetings immediately following.

March 5, 2023 Portland Post 129
May 7, 2023 Belding Post 203

Nineth District 
Executive meetings are at 11:00am with Lunch at noon. 

Meetings at 1:00pm.
March 11, 2023 Post 94 Cadillac
May 13, 2023 Post 397 Holton

Tenth District 
All meetings will start with lunch at noon. Meetings at 

1:00 pm.

March 4, 2023 Hale Post 422
May 6, 2023 Bay City Post 18    

Eleventh District
All Meetings Start at 1pm. Dates and locations of future 

meetings are still being decided.

Sixteenth District
All meetings start at 7:30 pm.

October, December, February, & April Service Officer 
School  at 6:30 pm.

March 14, 2023 Wyandotte 217
April 11, 2023 Trenton Post 426
May 9, 2023 Lincoln Park Post 67 
June 13, 2023 Garden City Post 396

Eighteenth District 
All meetings Meeting for the District Legion and Auxilia-

ry Convene at 2:00 p.m

Mar 26, 2023
Hill Gazette Post #143 248-852-4880
May 21, 2023 (Election of officers) 
Chief Pontiac #377 248-673-9301

Nineteenth District 
Meetings will be held at the Gaylord Bowling Center, 

1200 Gornick Ave, Gaylord, MI 49735.
Meetings start with training at 10:00 am, Social Meet and 

Greet at 11:00 am, lunch served at noon.  The both the 
Legion and Auxiliary will start at 1:00 pm.

March 11, 2023
May 13, 2023

District Meetings
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There’s a Lifeline medical alert solution for you
Whether you need the go-anywhere protection of GoSafe* or the 
peace of mind o
 ered by HomeSafe, Lifeline has you covered.

Special o� er for Legionnaires
Save up to $70 with free activation and free shipping 

1-855-495-4356
www.thelit.com/lifeline-medical-alert-services

Prepared 
and con� dent

Choose the medical alert service that has 
saved more lives than any other

© 2015. Button signal range may vary due to environmental factors. For new 
customers only. Not to be combined with any other o� er and subject to 
change without notice. Monthly fees and applicable taxes apply. Other fees 
may apply. Minimum stay on service may be required. *Coverage outside the 
home provided where AT&T wireless network coverage is available.
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2022-2023 Children and Youth Pin 

YES! I want to support the Children and Youth committee which is raising funds for  
Michigan youths to attend Boys State, Girls State, and Student Trooper.  
  
Please send me _______  at $5(each) donation to the following address: 

Name: ____________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ___________________________________________________________________ 

City: ____________________________  St: ________  Zip: ____________________   

Phone: __________________________ Email: _________________________________ 

Enclosed is my check/money order for qty:___________ x $5 donation   Total: _________   

Allow 2-4 weeks for delivery of pin (pictured above). Make check payable to Michigan American Legion 
Memo: Children and Youth Pin. Send to Michigan American Legion Attn: Children & Youth 212 N. 
Verlinden Ave. Lansing, MI 48915. 
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Greetings from the 18th District! As we 
say leave winter and try to stay warm and keep 
busy in the community and the post, we also 
pay attention to membership renewals and add-
ing new members. I want to thank everyone for 
doing a great job bringing the district numbers 
up to 88.49% as of 2/27/2023. We have 145 new 
members, 24 HQ Trans, a total of 2545 mem-
bers, and a Goal of 2893. This means we have 
348 membership renewals to get the 18th Dis-
trict to 100%. If you break it down equally, it 
is about 17 members per post. That still seems 
difficult, but I know you all are up to the chal-
lenge. We already have three posts that are at 
or over 100%: Lakes Area Post #341 at 120.00% 
and Christopher Columbus Post #354 at 100%. 

We have completed 14 post visits this year 
so far. I have really enjoyed the visits and learn-
ing about your activities, any training needed 
or requested, ideas on improving your post, and 
understanding the challenges you are facing. It 
really does help in gaining some great sugges-
tions from my experienced officers and passing 
that on to the other post in the district to help 
one another move forward. Be a mentor in your 
post and pass on that knowledge and experi-
ence to the new officers. We all can learn from 
your knowledge and experience to be better Le-
gionnaires and community leaders. Thank you 
to all my officers and members in the district 
who have passed that knowledge to me! I am 
truly thankful!!!!

The 18th District and the 3rd Zone had our 

Oratorical Contest. We originally had 6 con-
testants, but only one showed up. It was still a 
great experience to watch this young lady give 
her speeches. She is on to the Department Con-
test on March 4, 2023, at the Michigan Histori-
cal Museum in Lansing. For more information, 
visit https://michiganlegion.org/oratorical/. We 
will get the information on the 18th District 
Facebook page. If you can go to the contest, I 
highly suggest experiencing these youngsters 
and their speeches about the Constitution and 
Amendments. 

Our district meeting in March will be in 
Auburn Hills again on the 26th at 2 pm. We also 
are giving the option of joining our meetings 
via Zoom. If you would like to join the district 
meetings via Zoom, just call/text me at 248-910-
6769 or email me at 18thdistmi@gmail.com the 
day before the meeting so I can make sure we 
have your correct information to participate. 
We will email the link to the district the week 
before our February meeting. The 18th District 
officers are here for you. We will be visiting all 
the Post in the District and helping with events 
and functions when needed or requested. Lis-
tening to your concerns and finding solutions 
is of utmost importance to us. Call or email me 
to let me know your concerns, questions, or in-
vites to events at 248-910-6769 or 18thDistMI@
gmail.com. Remember, the 18th District Offi-
cers are here for you, your families, and com-
munity. 

18th District Roport
Kimberly Lambouris, 18th District Commander 

Grand Haven PurPle 
Hearts Come Home
The journey to ensure 17 Grand Haven WWI 

soldiers received their Purple Heart medals unin-
tentionally began in 2019 when Dr. Chris Petras, 
a member of the Sons of the American Legion 
Squadron 28 Grand Haven, wanted to know more 
about the Post’s namesake, Charles A. Conklin. 
Conklin served as a machine gunner in the 42nd 
“Rainbow” Division. During a barrage of artillery 
fire by the German Army, Conklin was gravely 
wounded. Three days later, he died of his wounds 
received in action. 

Unfortunately, Conklin’s military personnel 
files were consumed in a warehouse fire in 1973. 
However, Dr. Petras remembered finding a U.S. 
Army document recording Charles A. Conk-
lin’s cause of death---”died of wounds received 
in action.” Petras submitted the document, and 
received the news that  Charles A. Conklin was 
eligible to receive the Purple Heart medal. Repre-
sentative Bill Huizenga posthumously presented 
Conklin’s Purple Heart medal at a ceremony in 
Grand Haven in 2020. 

Having helped honor Conklin with the Purple 
Heart medal, Petras wondered if the namesake of 
the VFW Post 2326 Grand Haven had received a 
Purple Heart medal for making the supreme sac-
rifice for his country: Alvin F. Jonker enlisted in 
Company F Grand Haven in 1917 and was killed 
in action in 1918. Once again, Petras discovered 
a key document which led to Jonker receiving the 
Purple Heart, posthumously. 

Dr. Petras continued and found an addition-
al 21 Grand Haven WWI soldiers who were ei-
ther wounded in action, died of wounds received 
in action or were killed in action. His research, 
found that four of the soldiers may have already 
received Purple Heart medals prior to 2000. 
However, 17 of the soldiers were deemed ready 
to submit for eligibility consideration. Following 
months of additional research and submissions, 
Petras was notified that all 17 Grand Haven WWI 
soldiers were eligible to receive the Purple Heart. 

All 17 Purple Hearts, will be on display 
through February 28, 2023 in our Community 
Curator Case on the lower floor of the Akeley 
Building.

Link: https://www.tri-citiesmuseum.org/gh-
purple-hearts
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Where Does the Time Go?

It is only natural that The American Legion family should lead the way 
in organizing an event for the entire community to say “thank you” to a new 
generation of American veterans and their families. But I suspect many 
Auxiliary Units have never considered a Blue Star Salute Day.

With a history tracing back to the World Wars, a Blue Star Service Ban-
ner signifies that a loved one is serving in the Armed Forces. Each blue 
star represents one family member serving. Banners are available with 
up to five stars. If the service member is killed or dies while deployed, a 
smaller golden star is placed over the blue star. Blue Star Banners can be 

purchased through Emblem Sales. Blue Star Banners can be presented to 
family members with deployed loved ones year-round without ceremony, 
or you can hold a Blue Star Salute.

 The American Legion offers a comprehensive guide to planning a Blue 
Star Salute event as an Armed Forces Day Celebration at https://www.
legion.org/sitesearch?s=blue+star+salute. The guide includes a sample 
timeline and schedule, talking points and remarks, as well as public rela-
tions samples. 

Certificates for service members and family members can be down-
loaded from https://www.legion.org/presscenter/eventplanning. Many of 
these certificate templates recognize the efforts of the entire Legion Family.

Whether you establish an active Blue Star Program or host a Blue Star 
Salute Event, the positive impact on your community will be yours to savor.

Blue Star Salute Day is May 20th
Carol Burke
Community Service Chairman

Where has the time 
gone? We are now at that 
point in the year when we 
start thinking of nomina-
tions, elections, and instal-
lation of Unit and District 
Officers. How can that be? 
It seems like we just got this 
year up and running.  

When it comes to nominations, be sure that 
the members you nominate will accept the po-
sition. Do they have the time and desire to fulfill 
the obligations of the office you are nominating 
them for, or are you just filling in a name on the 
slate of officers? The offices of the President 
and Vice-President, depending on the size of 
the Unit, can be time-consuming positions. They 
are certainly ones that require dedication to the 
position. Do these members attend the month-
ly meetings regularly? Or do you just see them 
occasionally? Are they dedicated to the mission 
of the Auxiliary, or do they just want the title of 
the office? Are they willing to delegate when 
appropriate, or do they want to keep control of 
everything that is happening? Do they work well 
with others? These are things to think about. If 
we want to move the American Legion Auxiliary, 
Department of Michigan forward, we need to be 
sure we elect members to these positions who 
will do a good job.    The offices of secretary, 
treasurer, or secretary/treasurer may be either 
elected or appointed positions. Please refer to 
your Unit Standing Rules for clarification for your 
own Unit. 

Many Units hold their nominations in March, 
some with an Elections Committee to present a 
slate of nominees to the membership. Others op-
erate with nominations from the floor. However, 

your Unit/District holds nominations. Remem-
ber that any Senior member in Good Standing 
(meaning their dues are current and no disci-
plinary action pending) can run for any office. 
If a slate of officers is presented, that does not 
preclude a member from running from the floor. 
Above all else, the time of nominations and elec-
tions should not be a time of contention. Mem-
bers should remember that this is not a popu-
larity contest but a time to elect leaders in an 
atmosphere of goodwill and positivity. If you are 
a member who wanted a position and was not 
elected, please don’t share negative comments 
about those who were elected, or worse yet, 
walk away from the Auxiliary. There are many 
ways a member can contribute to the Auxiliary – 
keeping in mind our primary purpose of helping 
our Veterans.

Some Units/Districts hold their nominations 
and elections at the same meeting. Please keep 
in mind that if you hold them at separate meet-
ings, you can still nominate them at the meeting 
when elections take place. Nominations should 
not be closed until immediately before the elec-
tion process.  

Installation of officers may occur immediately 
after the election of officers or can be done at a 
later meeting. Article I – Section 2 of the Uniform 
Unit Bylaws states, “All Unit officers-elect shall 
pay their dues for the year of their term of office 
prior to assuming office.”   Please be sure that 
elected members are aware of and follow this 
part of our governing documents. This means 
that on July 1 of each year, every Unit should 
have some dues ready to submit to Department 
or National (if you process at the Unit level). 
Along with your officer dues, why not send in the 
dues for any Honorary Life Members that your 
Unit pays for each year? No Unit should have 
“zero members paid” by the end of July.

We are also at that time of year when we 
prepare our Annual Reports for the year. EVERY 
Unit should be filling out the Annual Report Form 
for Units and send to their District President. 
They should also fill out the Unit Impact Report, 
which will be compiled and sent by Department to 
National. That deadline is March 31, 2023. Units 
should also send reports to the District Chairmen 
for each program. A list of who the Committee 
Chairmen are for your District will be provided 
to each Unit. If no chair has been provided, the 
District President will be responsible for that sec-
tion of the report. Likewise, a list of Department 
Chairmen will be provided to each District Chair-
man. They should compile the information that 
the Units in their District have provided and send 
it on to their respective Department Chairman – 
as well as to their District President. The District 
President will use the information that the chairs 
have provided to write their report for the Annual 
Book of reports. The deadline for District Chair-
men to submit District reports to the Department 
Chairmen/District President is April 15.   The Dis-
trict President will also submit the District Impact 
Report to the Department. Department Chairmen 
will have until May 1 to submit their reports to De-
partment (both the President and the Executive 
Director). District Presidents are responsible for 
ensuring they get Unit reports from each Unit and 
that each District chairperson submits a report to 
the Department Chairmen and them.  

I apologize that this has been a rough year 
for updating the website.   Shannon, our new 
Executive Director, has been working recently 
to make that happen, and I can guarantee that 
moving forward, we will not have the concerns 
of this year with our website. Kudos to Shannon.

As always, Thank You for all that you do for 
the American Legion Auxiliary, and especially all 
you do for our Veterans. 
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Shannon Werner
Executive Director, Secretary, and Treasurer

One Hundred Days

I want to thank you all for your encouragement, 
support, assistance, and kindness during my first one 
hundred days. With your help, I have accomplished 
many action items that have had a positive impact 
on our organization and, ultimately, on our Veterans. 
I appreciate every returned call, email, and every re-
quested document that you all have taken the time to 

complete. I can not be successful without all of you!
I thoroughly enjoyed my first Winter Meeting at the Crowne Plaza in 

Lansing. I am very grateful for the time we got to share and get to know 
each other and also for the education and learning that took place. I under-
stand your dedication to our Veterans, and I am humbled by it. If you need 
me, I will be at Department trying to get caught up! 

When you are reading this, it 
will be almost time for Spring and 
report season. Be sure to send in 
the reports. The Sixth District has 
been hard at work serving our vet-
erans, their families, active duty 
military, and our communities. I am 
excited to share what some of our 
Units have been doing. 

Linden Unit 119 held an Eyeball 
Raffle at their community’s Zom-
bies, Scarecrows, and Monster 
weekend. They also sent Stateside 
troop boxes of Michigan products. 
Unit 119 also joined other groups 
to do a Welcome Home greeting 
for military members returning 
home at Flint’s Bishop Airport.

Stockbridge Unit 510 teamed 
with the local elementary school to 
do Valentines for the veterans at 
the Ann Arbor VA.

Howell Unit 141 and the rest 
of the post provided a Christmas 
dinner to area seniors and 1st re-
sponders on Christmas Day. The 
unit also collected and delivered 
679 pounds of food to Bountiful 
Harvest. They are also working on 
starting a junior group in their unit.

Fenton Unit 38 donated to 
Freedom Park in Fenton. It is a 
memorial for local veterans.

Clio Unit 158 purchased hats, 
gloves, boots, and socks for the 
veterans at the Saginaw VA. They 
have been giving to Give 10 to 

Education. The unit also sent out 
troop boxes and gave donations to 
the Battle Creek VA and the Sagi-
naw VA.

Davison Unit 267 made home-
made Christmas and Valentine 
cards for the Battle Creek VA

They have also supported 
troop boxes for our troops.

Pinckney Unit 419 has also 
been very busy. They did Give 10 
to Education, and hosted the Liv-
ingston County Veteran and Aux-
iliary Member of the Year Dinner. 
They had 2 blood drives. They par-
ticipated in Wreaths Across Ameri-
ca. They had many dinners to sup-
port their programs.

Congratulations to Linden Unit 
119 for being our first unit to be 
100%. We need to continue to get 
our membership in. Any member 
that has not paid by December 31 
is delinquent—looking forward to 
more 100% units.

On March 12, 2023, we will 
have a Leadership Training ses-
sion at 11 a.m. at the Pinckney 
Post 419. Our meeting is at 1 p.m. 
with dinner at noon. We are look-
ing forward to seeing someone 
from each unit there.  

Remember, we are here to 
serve our veterans, their families, 
active duty military, and our Com-
munities. Keep up the good work 
you are doing.

Sixth District Report
Sue Hilgris

ALA GIRLS STATE RETURNS TO MSU!
Written by Beryl Robbins

Your 2023 ALA Girls State Com-
mittee is pleased to announce that 
we are returning to an in-person 
program June 18 - June 24, 2023, 
at Snyder/Phillips Hall, located on 
the beautiful campus of Michigan 
State University! The delegate ap-
plication and the sponsor reser-
vation forms are now available on 
our Department Website, https://
michalaux.org/girls-state . There is 
also a video that provides an over-
view of both ALA Girls State and 
AL Boys State, a great recruitment 
tool for counselors and sponsors.  

Now is the time to contact your 
local schools to recruit students 
who are in their junior year of high 
school before they make other 
plans for their summer. You can 
reach out to the ALA Girls State 
Chairman, Beryl Robbins for con-
tact information for any high school 
principal in the State of Michigan. 
We have already received appli-
cations directly from students who 
were matched up with a sponsor. I 
will continue to email District and 
Unit Presidents any applications 
received from students in their 
area that are seeking sponsors. 

Some processes have changed 
and are outlined below. Please 
note the deadlines and follow up 
with your delegate(s) to ensure 
they are registered and prepared 
to attend ALA Girls State! Ques-
tions and concerns can be emailed 
to alamigirlsstate@gmail.com. 

Reservation Form – The dead-
line for sponsor reservations is 
April 1, 2023. Mail your reserva-
tion form and the $400 non-re-
fundable reservation fee for each 
student you plan to sponsor to our 
department office. I will email you 
one delegate packet for each paid 
reservation.  

Delegate Application – The 

deadline for delegate applications 
is May 1. These applications are 
for the sponsor’s use only. Keep it 
handy, so you can stay in contact 
with your delegate(s). DO NOT 
mail them to the department of-
fice. If you receive applications for 
students that you do not have the 
funds to sponsor, please forward 
them to me, to find a sponsor for 
them.

Delegate Packet – The sponsor 
needs to read over these docu-
ments for the steps their dele-
gate(s) need to complete and the 
deadlines. The delegate packet 
consists of a delegate letter and 
two attachments: 1) a non-refund-
able registration processing fee 
form and 2) a parental consent 
form. Please send these three 
documents to the student(s) you 
are sponsoring as soon as you re-
ceive them and instruct your dele-
gate(s) to go over them with their 
parents.  

Delegate’s Responsibilities – 
The delegate letter is an instruc-
tional document that explains the 
attachments and provides instruc-
tions for completing and mailing 
them to me. Their deadline for 
sending these documents, along 
with their registration fee of $25, is 
May 20. The delegate letter con-
tains information on how to apply 
online for the Samsung Scholar-
ship if they are eligible. 

Online Registration – Once I 
receive the signed consent form, 
the completed processing fee 
form, and the check for $25, I will 
email the delegate a link to the 
Wufoo online registration form. 
It is highly recommended that all 
delegates be registered no later 
than May 31. Once they are reg-
istered, they will be assigned to a 
dorm room, a fictional city, county, 
and political party.    
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     Children colored pictures and used them as placemats for Veter-
ans Day dinners and luncheons. 155 cards were made and mailed to a 
military base.  

     Posts/Units worked with the Marine Corps for Toys for Tots, do-
nating over 1,000 toys.

      Kids met with Santa, played games, ate, and made Christmas 
crafts. All took home a small gift, and $500.00 was donated. Three 
families were given $200.00 each to use for Christmas. 147 Christmas 
cards were mailed to a military base.

     High schools invited Posts/Units to their schools to put the red, 
white, and blue cords around the students who were going into the 
Military.

     Flags were replaced at a couple of businesses around the State 
of Michigan.

     The Post/Unit 439 in Saginaw did a Pearl Harbor Day for one of 
the Veterans the Post is named after. Edwin Jastremski is entombed in 
the USS Arizona. The 1st Vice Commander got a relic, a small piece of 
the USS Arizona. We had a ceremony about 130 people came, includ-
ing the media. We wanted to honor Edwin Jastremski. It was a very 
moving day. Quentin Groce, a Representative for Gary Peters, has re-
quested the two Legion members who planned the event work with the 
Senator’s office to record the story of the event and the story of Edwin 
Jastremski for the Veterans History Project, which will be added to the 
collection of materials in the Library of Congress.

AMERICANISM REPORT
Bonnie Holt, Americanism Chairman
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   Have you ever heard the 
term PUFL at a meeting and 
wondered what that is? There are 
those cute little birds that bounce 
around and live with penguins, 
but, as you probably guessed, that 
is not what we are referring to in 
Legion Family lingo! The kind of 
PUFL that you hear about at your 
meetings is a Paid Up For Life 
member, and that is exactly what 
the acronym states, someone who 
has paid for the rest of their life. If 
someone applies to be a PUFL, 
there is no more having to renew 
membership annually, no more 
wondering, “did I remember to 
send in my dues yet for this year?” 
and no more having to fret about 
a dues increase; you are officially 
paid for the rest of your life. And 
your dedication to your Legion 
family and this great organization 
is taken to the next level. If you 
have ever considered this, or if 
this article has sparked an inter-
est, this is a great year to become 
a PUFL for two reasons. One 
reason is that the National dues 
are increasing by $6.00 in 2024. 
If you become a PUFL now, it will 

save you a fair bit of money over 
the course of a lifetime! Another 
reason is that becoming a PUFL 
earns fare for crossing the bridge 
in the Race to the Soo for your 
District!   

  Becoming a PUFL is easy. 
The national website, Legion-aux.
org, has the application with a 
chart that includes your age and 
the cost of your annual dues. This 
is how to look up how much your 
PUFL membership will cost. The 
process consists of being a mem-
ber in good standing, completing 
the application,   and submitting it 
to your Unit Secretary along with 
your payment. The Unit Secretary 
will verify that the member is in 
good standing and will forward 
this application to National Head-
quarters for processing. After the 
application is processed, a per-
manent PUFL card will be issued 
to the new PUFL member. If you 
are interested in this process and 
have any questions, please feel 
free to contact me! It is the perfect 
year to do it! 

Membership Report
Robin Basarabska-Bruff,Membership Chair
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American Legion Auxiliary Unit #557 hosted 
a Patriotism and Flag Etiquette Workshop for 
Dexter Area Girl Scouts On January 28.

University of Michigan Army ROTC Cadets 
Donaldson, Henderson, and Faunt, accompa-
nied by Lt. Colonel Thomas Church taught the 
scouts how to fold the flag. The scouts also 
learned the meaning of the Pledge of Alle-
giance, the history of the Star-Spangled Ban-
ner, and Flag Etiquette. The members of Unit 
557 are proud to have offered this service to the 
community.

Welcome to the Fightin’ Fifth.  We hope you all had enjoyable and blessed Holidays.
We are proud to have so many Department Chairmen among our ranks and hope you will be 

blessed by all they do.
I have visited five of our nineteen Units and have been able to share lots of information.  Our 

Units are very busy working on National Security, Americanism, Girls State, Education, and all the 
other programs.

As of the middle of January, we have had several Units which have sent “Care Packages” to 
deployed military personnel.   District Chairman, Shari German, is collecting items to be sent out 
in January and February.  At this point, she has no space to live in her basement, which is full of 
boxes of items to be sent!

On Saturday, October 22, Margo Forrester presented “The Poppy Story.”  It was held in honor of 
the late Theresa Wheeler and was a great success.

Donations are being made to my Special Projects, Forged by Freedom and Quilts of Valor.  Four 
Quilts of Valor have been presented to very special veterans from our District.  

The “Buddy Checks” program has been expanded to include our own members who may be 
experiencing family, health, or grief issues.  They have also been asked to have Children & Youth 
Chairmen research ways to protect our kiddos from internet predators, who are now targeting 
7-year-olds!

Fifth District Report
Bonnie Schuitema, District President

Do you know just how much knowledge your Past President has? I am guessing you don’t, and, you never will if you don’t use them when you need 
assistance. Regardless of whether you are a Unit or a District or even know a Department Past President, you can always contact them for amazing 
answers or referrals to someone that knows if they don’t. Even if they have not been members for very long, during their time as President they had 
contact with other members who could help. Contact them and ask the questions you need help with.  

For example, you have a question on how to do something. You can always check your Standing Rules and/or the Unit Guidebook that is put out by 
the National American Legion Auxiliary. If you still need help, contact a Past President. I am willing to bet they can help. Knowledge is power, and if you 
use their knowledge, you will learn and also do a much better job as President yourself. Always remember that we love to be asked and will do everything 
we can to either help or send you to someone that can.

Some Units have a very active Past President’s Parley group. Some don’t. If you have enough Past Presidents that are active, see if they would like 
to get together and work on projects. There are any number of things they could do, including mentoring Junior members if you have any. They might 
even like to do a function to help the Auxiliary raise funds. For something fun, you could also go back and have time to honor your Past Presidents. You 
could make dinner or just go back and have them at a meeting and discuss who their officers and chairs were. Reminiscing is always fun.  

PAST PRESIDENT’S PARLEY
Deana Cortright

District President Bonnie Schuitema (left) presented 
a Quilt of Valor to Earl Klein and his wife, Margie

Zeeland Unit #33 is honored to have had the brother of 
our President, Lt. General Thomas J. Plewes (Ret), induct-
ed into the Michigan Military Hall of Honor in Lansing.

The American Legion post 422  and auxiliary 
recently gave two thousand dollars to the Iosco 
County veterans relief fund to help homeless vet-
erans in our county.

L to R  Veteran Service officer, Ron Whitney; Auxiliary 
post Chaplain, Marlene Polishak; Post Commander, Doug 
Walter, Adjutant, Chuck Carroll.

American Legion Jean Post and Unit #543 in 
Caseville, Michigan, presented a “Quilt of Valor” 
to an Honorary Life Member, 100 year old Nor-
man Reed, pictured with his daughter, Lucinda St. 
Martin.  Norman is a WWII veteran who served 
in Africa and the European Theater under Gener-
al George Patton.
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SAL Detachment Commander Comments
Happy New Year to everyone!

Victor Fisher 
SAL Commander

On Veterans Day 11/11/22, I had the pleasure of be-
ing the keynote speaker at Post 69 in Whitehall, MI. I 
spoke in front of many people in attendance that repre-
sented several Veteran organizations. What a great time 

with so many friendly people. I would like to thank Lori 
Lux, the unit President from the Auxiliary, for her great hospitality. I would 
also like to thank them for the lovely basket, they gave me. I would also like 
to thank Cassidy Morris from Unit 69 for taking great pictures while I was 
there; much appreciated. Post 69 was amazing. Everyone that I spoke with 
was so kind and outgoing. On December 7, I accompanied Commander 
Britten and Madam President Jorae to Post 439 in Saginaw. This event was 
for Pearl Harbor Memorial and USS Arizona and Relic dedication. . PDC 
Brett Holt did an amazing job, on his speech. It was very informative. On 
January 7, I was invited to Red Flannel in Cedar Springs. We all had so much 
fun. Thanks to everyone for the hospitality. There were past Commanders 
from the Legion, the Sons, as well as Past Presidents from the Auxiliary. 
Also, there were past Junior Presidents there. It was great to see my little 
sister Katie VanDamn there in attendance, whom also participated in the 
program. I received my own pair of Red Flannels; thanks so much. Thank 
you to our Historian and Media Communications Chairman Scott Gregory 
for accompanying me, and taking some great pictures of the event. 

Has your Squadron turned in their Squadron Data report (SDR) ? This 
is imperative that you get this turned into the Department as well as Nation-
al ASAP. This is information that is needed to ensure that your Squadron 
receives the correct money back from national for members who renewed 
online. There is information on our site at sons.michiganlegion.org. If you 
have any questions, please contact your Zone Commanders, they have all 
the info. 

As of February 27, 2023, we are on target for our membership goal. We 
are currently at 83.09% of our membership goal of 24,271. We currently 
have 20,166 members who are paid. We are also sitting at 71.16 % renewal 
rate. Thanks to everyone for hitting the target of 75% by February. The De-
tachment Of Michigan is currently sitting in 29th place out of a total of 55 
Detachments. With everyone’s hard work , I’m confident that we can beat 
last year’s finish of 9th place which was a huge accomplishment for a De-
tachment of our size. Keep up the great work. 

I am so proud to be able to represent all of our Blue Capper’s in this 
great state. It is a great honor for me. I enjoyed reconnecting with many of 
you at our Winter Conference in Lansing in February. God Bless You All. 
Be a Guiding Light For Our Veterans. 

Remember Our Troops, Thank A Veteran 

Thank you to everyone for sending in membership in a timely fashion; 
this is always preferred. 

There is a new yearly form all squadrons must fill out called the Squad-
ron Data Report. Please get them in by April 1st. A link to the form can be 
found on the detachment website sons.michiganlegion.org 

This form is required to be updated (even if there are no changes) yearly. 
When members renew, online National will know what to charge based on 
this form. 

Thank you for everything you are doing.

membersHiP
Carvin Chapman, National Executive Committeeman

It’s that time of year again to 
nominate “Son of The Year” and 
“Young Son of The Year.” If you 
know of someone worthy of this 
award, please nominate them. Son 
of the Year is for a Son that is 18 
years old or older. A Young Son 
is someone that is 17 years old or 
younger. 

You can only win either one 
of these awards once. If you pre-
viously nominated someone who 

won, they can not be nominat-
ed again this year. The info is on 
our page at sons.michiganlegion.
org. Also, the deadline to submit 
a Lifetime Achievement award is 
April 1, 2023. The Son of the year 
and Young Son are due to me by 
Friday, June 2, 2023, at our yearly 
convention. I hope all is well. If 
you have any questions, feel free to 
contact me at victorsal396@hot-
mailcom

son of tHe Year
Victor Fisher/Seth Fisher Son Of The Year Chair

P.D.C. Gary LaMunyon visited Temperance Bedford High School coun-
selor Lea Etts to discuss candidates for Boys State & Girls State. Ida Squadron 
and Auxiliary Unit #514 are each sponsoring 2 students for each program. 
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1976 was the Last Time someone from Michi-
gan was elected President of Boys Nation. Tamarus 
Darby Jr. attended Boys State in 2022, and he did 
so well that he became eligible to move forward 
and attend Boys Nation. Once there, Tamarus was 
Elected President. Yes, it has been 47 years since 
a Boys Nation President was from Michigan. 
Tamarus was scheduled to be our guest speaker at 
the 16th District Americanism Banquet that was 
held in February. We wish him continued success 
in his future.

S.A.L. members from Otto Miller Post #396 
in Garden City helped change a Child’s life by 
holding its Annual Smile Train spaghetti dinner. 
All donations and proceeds from that dinner go 
to Operations for Children with Cleft Problems. 

Sons of Wyandotte Post #217 are putting to-
gether a Golf Benefit to Help Veterans. It will be 
held at Westburn Golf and Country Club on May 
20th. If you think you want to play and support 
this worthy cause, you may want to call them. 
Maybe you may have a foursome that may like to 
come out and have some fun.

With the warmer weather approaching, I have 
heard of different Car shows that will be hosted 
again this year. What a great time for families to 
attend and share enjoyable stories as they travel 
down memory lane.

If you have an opportunity to come out and 
visit the different Posts in the 1st Zone, I am sure 
you will be surprised how many different events 
that will be presented along with a lot of fun to be 
had by all.

I would also like to thank the 18th District 
for asking me to be a part of their Four Chaplains 
Memorial Service. What a wonderful presenta-
tion to Honor these Heroes.

Zone 1 rePort
Greg Price

Hello Comrades. This greeting is written prior to the winter Meeting. I hope you were able to 
attend. If not, please make every effort to meet me at the S.A.L. State Convention in June and the 
American Legion Convention in July. I would love to see more Chaplains attend these events. There is 
much we can learn by spending time with our Legion brothers and sisters. Our Memorial is sneaking 
up on us. Please make sure that you have a copy of the Chaplain’s report and get it to your District 
Commander. It is very important that we recognize our members who have joined the “Squadron Ev-
erlasting.” If you need a copy, you can get it online @ sons.michiganlegion.org. Go to forms and then 
to Chaplains Report, or if you wish, just let me know, and I will get you a copy.

This is a good time of year to make sure you do some buddy checks. Please just call a fellow mem-
ber and make sure that they are OK. In case you are not aware, the Sons have an emergency relief fund. 
If you know of a member who is financially strapped for some reason, the Sons will pay a bill for him 
up to $300.00. It only requires approval by Commander Fisher and myself. Please let us know if we can 
help. Lastly, as you may know, Commander Fisher appointed me as Director of Suicide Prevention. 
This has been a major point of emphasis by the national organizations this year. Congress has recently 
approved extending V.A. benefits to include mental health issues. We have made significant progress 
in the reduction of the suicide rate among our Veterans and Active Military, but there is still a lot of 
work to be done. If you have concerns about someone, you can call 988, which is a “Suicide Hotline,” 
or please let me know and I will personally call them and make arrangements to get them the help that 
they require. You can reach me at (419) 464-2353. I look forward to seeing you again soon. Until then 
please stay safe and God Bless You and God Bless America.

CHaPlain’s CHat
Roy Willen – S.A.L. Detachment Chaplain

Front Victor Fisher First row Mary Anne Yuncler, Deanna Cortright, Macy Jorae, Marilyn Britten, 
Katie VanDam, Georgia Downs - Standing L-R Dominic Merlington, Mike Holley, Greg Price, John 
Mella, David Mennel, Brett Holt, Carvin Chapman, Zach Pendell, Mackenzie Townes, Mary Dubay, 
Richard Dubay, Pat Pustay

Red Flannel Party in Cedar Springs 
A great evening with fun for all!

“Polka” Bill Kalidas and Chuck “Tramp” 
Dare started The American Legion Riders to-
gether out of Post #396 Garden City, MI. 30 
Years ago.

Chuck Dare Founding Member A.L.R., and Commander 
Fisher reminisce after Bill Kalidas was laid to rest.
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     In the heart of Tecumseh is a small quiet cemetery named Brookside Cemetery. It has a lot 
of veterans buried there from the civil war era to modern times. The cemetery is the focal point of 
Memorial Day and is the ending point of the annual Memorial Day parade route. The community 
gathers to hear public officials speak, representatives from our state, and special guests from different 
branches and ranks of service. This cemetery is a special place for those who served and a special 
place for the community to reflect upon the price of freedom.

     In the front portion of the cemetery, a small memorial area that Post #34 started many years 
ago has been under renovation for the last couple of years by the squadron. The deck was repaired, 
and memorial stones were added to the center. A stone was placed for the Sons of The American 
Legion, and a POW/MIA stone was added to accompany the existing Legion and Auxiliary memo-
rial stone. Fresh wood chips are added to this area by the squadron as needed. New stone was added 
around the outside with landscaping bricks on the edges to contain the stone and finish the circular 
design. In this stone area on the outer perimeter, high-quality commercial flag poles fly the Amer-
ican flag highest. Just a few inches lower, flags from all service branches, including Space Force, are 
flown along with the POW/MIA flag. Commercial lighting was also added to keep these flags waving 
honorably day and night all year round. This was a fitting venue for the squadron’s 2022 Wreaths 
Across America ceremony. 

      In its current state, the memorial now recognizes and remembers the entire American Legion 
Family from Post #34 Tecumseh, MI. The squadron takes great pride in this endeavor and has deliv-
ered much to work with the post and community to make it possible. Many members of our post, 
auxiliary, squadron, community, Mason Lodge #69 Tecumseh, City Council, Brookside Cemetery, 
and many valued people and businesses, too many to list, also contributed to making this memorial 
what it is today.

Squadron #34 takes pride in the local American 
Legion Family Memorial

Michiganlegion.org | March 2023| MICHIGAN LEGIONNAIRE & AUXILIAIRE |

Hello to all SAL members and their families 
in the 4th Zone; I hope all is good. Well, here it is, 
March already, and spring weather is starting to 
show up. Yea, sure, well, this is the 4th Zone, and 
we all know, not just yet!

In January, I mailed information and a blank 
Squadron Data Report Form (SDR) to all squad-
rons in the 9th, 10th, and 19th District in the 
4th Zone. National and Department both need 
to have this report mailed to them (ASAP). SAL 
members, you can now pay your dues online. If 
you do not send in your SDR, National may assess 
your members’ dues at a higher rate. This report 
must be sent each and every year. Please send in 
your 2024 report as soon as you can in 2023. If 
your squadron can not find the Squadron Data 
Report form (SDR) online, then, please contact 
me so I can assist you to attain a form.

The 19th District is in the process of forming 
a new squadron in Wolverine, MI. Their appli-
cation is in and hopefully will be approved very 
soon. I will keep you updated.

Membership is going well in the 4th Zone. 
Keep up the good work. Please remember not to 
sit on your squadron’s dues monies and forward 
them to National & the Department. Please re-
member that total dues are now $11.00.

I ask that all squadrons in the 4th Zone please 
send me the names of all your squadron mem-
bers who passed on in 2022. I ask this because we, 
Sons in the Detachment, pay tribute to all who 
have passed, at our Convention in June of 2023. 
We hold a ceremony and show of respect to all 
that have passed on in the previous year. Please, 
let your SAL members be recognized for their 
dedication.

Zone 4 rePort
John Brown, 4th Zone Commander

Riders Report

Happy Thanksgiving, 
Merry Christmas, Happy 
New Year, and Happy Holi-
days!!

I hope all your celebrations were everything 
you and your family wanted it would be.  Well, 
it has been a great riding season.  We put a ton 
of miles on the bikes and were able to visit with 
a bunch of awesome Legion Riders throughout 
our great state of Michigan.  Every time I think 

the ALR is slowing down, I meet more people 
who are as passionate and committed as ever.

As I talk to you about your concerns, we 
must remember that we are Legion Family first, 
then Legion Riders.  Let me explain just one ex-
ample: Director vs. President.  It does not seem 
like a big deal, maybe, maybe not.  The point 
is we all belong to an organization with rules.  
There are ways to change the rules, but until 
then, we have to follow what rules are set in 
place.  Legion first, then Legion Riders.  Let’s all 
support our Legion, Squadron, and Auxiliary.  

I would also like to thank all the Legion Rid-
ers and ALR chapters who supported the 17th 
annual Detroit Veterans Day parade this year.  
Rumor has it that 400 to 600 motorcycles (over 
½ of them Legion Riders) and 18 different ALR 

Chapters participated.  There is a great amount 
of work that goes into making this event suc-
cessful, and we were a part of it.  A huge shout 
out to the founding chapter, Garden City ALR 
Post 396, for another great job!  Bravo Zulu!

2023 is the 30th anniversary of the Ameri-
can Legion Riders.  This year’s Michigan Legacy 
Run is in the planning stages hosted this year 
by the Grand Rapids Boat & Canoe ALR Chap-
ter.  The proposed plan is 3 different rides on the 
same weekend and coming together on the sec-
ond day.  One group would ride out of Grand 
Rapids, one group out of Garden City, and the 
other group coming from the north—more in-
formation to follow.

Until we cross paths again, think about 
warmer weather and stay safe!! 

Jim “Big Daddy” Austin, 
ALR Committee 
Chairman
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In 2022, the Department, the Detachment, 
Lake City Post, and Squadron #300 lost a very 
dear comrade and friend. Past Department 
Commander, SAL Detachment Liaison officer, 
Squadron #300 Adjutant for over 20 years, and 
a proud dual member who held more posts and 
positions than one can remember in the Amer-
ican Legion.

Most of Ray Moore’s adult life was dedicat-
ed to helping other veterans. He spent over 20 
years as a service officer traveling all over Upper 
Lower Michigan, getting veterans the benefits 
they so deserved.      Ray held many titles in the 
American Legion Department of Michigan, was 
past Department Commander 2012, National 
NEC shortly after, and numerous committees 
within the Department. 

Ray was a proud dual member of the Le-
gion and Sons. Ray was like a walking library 
of knowledge regarding the American Legion. 
Ray and I traveled together to many Legion 
and Sons conferences and conventions. I would 
enjoy his being a mentor to me because of his 
vast knowledge of the American Legion. In 
our many conferences together, he would often 
speak about leaving the lives of and benefits for 
veterans just a little bit better.

Ray loved his family, wife Marcia, children, 
Nick, Rebecca, and grandchildren, whom he 
spoke of often—also, brother, Randy, and sister 
Linda (my wife).

Ray was laid to rest at Great Lakes National 
Cemetery for veterans on November 23, 2022. 
The Moore family and the Brown family would 
like to thank all of you for your show of support 
at the Great Lakes Cemetery. The Legion Family 
was there in a final show of respect. The Legion 
Family, like Ray, will always try to do just a little 
more to better the lives of our Veterans.

God Bless you all, and may God watch over 
and protect our active veterans.

raY moore 
remembered 

John Brown, 4th Zone Commander

The year of being a Guiding Light for Veter-
ans is going very well, with membership up and 
squadron activities on the rise. Our goals this year 
are 100% Membership,100% Remittance of the 
Consolidated Reports, starting at least one new 
squadron, completing the end of the year Chap-
lain’s report and visiting all 22 Squadrons, and 
making sure new squadrons in Hermansville and 
Hancock receive the Charters that they have wait-
ed so patiently for. Online membership is a real 
struggle for squadrons without computer access 
or computer-savvy members. I am trying hard to 
help these squadrons, but I have even struggled 
with navigating the legion website, whether it be 
password changes or dual accounts. I have sent 
the Annual Squadron Data Report (SDR) to all 
Squadrons online and a paper copy to turn in to 
Lansing and Indianapolis.

Our fall 5th Zone Meeting in Marquette was 
well attended despite Covid striking again, with 
our Commander Victor Fisher not being able to 
join us as a precaution after being exposed. Hats 
off to him and his continued leadership; I know 
this will be a banner year. Steve Podornik, the V.A. 
Rep from Iron Mountain Squadron #50, reported 
visitations are still limited due to COVID-19. PSP 
Jerry Lynch from Squadron #43 reported on the 
new Jacobetti Veterans Home being planned and 
built in Marquette. 

PSP Dennis Larson of Iron Mountain Squad-
ron #50 reported on honor Flight donations stat-
ing that their annual Golf Tournament raised over 
15 thousand dollars, and Lake Linden Squadron 
#90 raised close to 16 thousand dollars. Congrat-
ulations to both of them. No U.P. Winter Tour 
this year but a UPAALP meet and greet was held 
in Gladstone on January 28th.

In closing, I encouraged all squadrons to 
work on attracting new members while also re-
taining current members. Do those buddy checks 
on members you haven’t seen in a while. Thank 
you for your support, and I look forward to fin-
ishing another great year. 

5tH Zone rePort
John Pickard, 5th Zone Commander
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SONS!!!
Reminder:

The Legionnaire Insurance 
Trust Benefits extend to 

our organization

Sign up at 
www.thelit.com

Wreaths Across America

Several riders from various Posts helped Greenville American Legion post 101 lay wreaths on the 
graves of Veterans, for Wreaths Across America. They were from post 101, post 2, post 305, post 179.

2023 SAL Membership as of 2/27/2023 20,166 or 83.09%

Join us for a Celebration of life for ray Moore 
Post 300 aPril 15th, noon until 3:00 PM
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Trackchair Presentation to Glenn Higgs
Glenn Higgs, a South Haven resident and 

a Marine Vietnam veteran who lost both legs 
while fighting for our Country, received a sur-
prise, an electric-powered Michigan Trackchair.

 After several years of hard work by the 
American Legion Post 68 in Paw Paw and the 
Paw Paw Fourth Degree Knights of Columbus, 
supporting “All Gave Some, Some Gave All 
“fundraising, proceeds were used to purchase 
the Trackchair. 

It was awarded to Glenn on January 22nd by 
Bob Adams and Mike Seymoure from Ameri-
can Legion Post 28 in Paw Paw, Michigan. Bob 
collaborated with the Paw Paw Knights of Co-
lumbus, South Haven American Legion mem-
ber Bruce Thatcher, and Paw Paw attorney 
Matthew Cooper (author of the 2016 book, “A 
Soldier’s Home”) to plan and make the presen-
tation.

Glenn started taking veterans from the VA 
Hospital in Battle Creek on fishing trips 40 years 
ago.  Recently his mobility prevented him from 
hunting and ice fishing. Now, with the help of 
his electric-powered Michigan Trackchair, he 
can safely get where he wants to go, even into 

the field to hunt and fish.
Bruce, who initially nominated Glenn for 

the wheelchair, summed up the feelings of all 
present for the award ceremony on Sunday by 
saying: “we are all very blessed to have been a 
small part of God’s plan for Glen to receive the 
tracked wheelchair.”

Glen Higgs checking himself out in the all terrain 
wheelchair with his family.

These photos are from the UPAALP Conference in June 2022 hosted by Auxiliary & Post 
#146 In Menominee, MI located in the Upper Peninsula. Jean Stegeman is the Mayor of 
Menominee as well as a USMC veteran, she was a keynote speaker for the event.

Keynote speaker Jean Stegeman, USMC veteran 
and the Mayor of Menominee

SAL Detachment Commander Victor Fisher and State Adjutant Ron 
Runyan

PDC Richard Dubay and Previous President 
Mary Dubay

Veterans get free lifetime 
pass to all National Parks

The VA has announced that The National 
Park Service is now offering an Interagency Mili-
tary Lifetime Pass, which waives entrance fees to 
national parks for current military service mem-
bers and their dependents, Veterans, and Gold 
Star Families. 

Eligible persons include someone who has 
served in the United States Armed Forces with 
one of the following valid forms of identification: 

• Department of Defense Identification 
Card 

• Veteran Health Identification Card 
(VHIC) 

• Veteran ID Card 
• Veterans’ designation on a state-issued 

U.S. driver’s license or identification card 

This pass can be acquired in person at vari-
ous federal recreation sites, or online at the USGS 
Store for a processing fee of $10.

Can an S.A.L. member sign 
up a new Legion member 

and vice versa?
Yes! The same applies to Auxiliary mem-

bership. As long as the necessary membership 
application is filled out and the prospective 
member provides a copy of his/her DD-214 
discharge papers (this applies to Legion mem-
bership...prospective S.A.L. and Auxiliary 
members need to supply a copy of discharge 
papers for the relative through whom their eli-
gibility is established) and they pay the appro-
priate amount for dues, simply submit these 
materials to the Legion or S.A.L. Adjutant. In 
fact...many members of the Sons like to carry 
around blank copies of membership applica-
tions for each of the Legion Family organiza-
tions, just in case.
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Veteran Service Office Locations

Patrick V. McNamara
Federal Building 
477 Michigan Ave. Rm 1231 
Detroit, MI 48226
Hours: Mon-Fri 8am-5pm
Phone: 313.964.6640
 
AL Post 144
115 Front St 
L’Anse, MI 49946
Hours: Tuesday 8am-4pm
Phone: 906.286.3776
 
Charlevoix County OVA
301 State Street
Charlevoix, MI 49720
Hours:2nd & 4th Wed
8:30am-4:30pm
Phone: 231.590.6200
 
AL Post #257 
7475 B Drive North
Battlecreek, MI 49014
Hours: Thursday 8am-4pm
Phone: 313.964.6640
 
Sault Ste. Marie CBOC
509 Osborn Blvd, Ste 306 
Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783
Hours: Friday 8am-4pm
Phone: 517.897.0855
 
AL Post 558 
400 E. Ludington Dr.
Farwell,  MI 48622
Hours: Tuesday 8am-4pm
Phone: 989.492.0086
  
AL Post 412 
5480 Clark Rd
Bath, MI 48808
Hours: 3rd Wed 8am-4pm
Phone: 313.964.6640
  
AL Post 301, 10584 N. Main St.
Rapid River, MI 49878
Hours: Wednesday 8am-4pm
Phone: 906.286.3776
  
Escanaba Vet Center
3500 Ludington St. Suite 110
Escanaba, MI 49829
Hours: Mon & Thurs 8a-4pm
Phone: 906.202.4238

AL Post #194 
455 Bay St.
Petoskey, MI 49770
Hours: Tuesday 8am-4pm
Phone: 231.590.6200 

AL Post 294 
3440 Morrish Rd.
Swartz Creek, MI 48473
Hours: Mon-Tues 9am-2pm
Phone: 517.897.1124
  
Genesee Co. OVA, 
1101 Beach St.
Flint, MI 48502
Hours: Wednesday 9am-2pm
Phone: 517.897.1124
  
Department Headquarters 
212 N. Verlinden
Lansing, MI 48915
Hours: Monday 8am-4pm
Wed & Fri 7:15am – 5:45pm
Phone: 517.371.4720   Ext. 112
  
AL Post 491
422 Woodworth St.
Leslie, MI 49251
Hours: 2nd Tue 6pm-10pm
Phone: 313.964.6640
  
Jackson County OVA 
1715 Lansing Ave. Rm 252
Jackson, MI 49202
Hours: T,W,F 8am-4pm
Phone: 313.964.6640
  
Kalkaska County OVA 
303 S. Coral Street
Kalkaska, MI 49646
Hours: 1st & 3nd Thurs 
8:30am-4:30pm
Phone: 231.590.6200
  
Mackinac County OVA
100 S. Marley St.
St. Ignace, MI 49781
Hours: Mon & Tue 8am-4pm
Phone: 517.897.0855

County Office, 400 River St.
Manistee, MI 49660
Hours: 2nd 4th Thur 8am-4pm
Phone: 231.590.6200
 

AL Post 44, 700 W. Bluff St.
Marquette, MI 49855
Hours: Mon & Fri 8am-4pm
Phone: 906.286.3776
 
AL Post 76 318, N. James St.
Ludington, MI 49431
Hours: 1st & 3rd  Wed 
8:30a-4:30p
Phone: 231.590.6200
  
Mecosta County Office
14330 Northland Dr. 
Big Rapids, MI 49307
Hours: Friday 8:30am-4:30pm
Phone: 231.590.6200

AL Post #162, 202 Legion St.
Luzerne, MI 48636
Hours: Thursday 11am-7pm
Phone: 989.492.0086
 
Otsego County OVA
225 W. Main St, Room 104 
Gaylord, MI 49735
Hours: Wed & Thur 8am-4pm
Phone: 517.897.0855

Presque Isle County Veterans 
151 E. Huron, 3rd flr.
Rogers City, MI 49779
Hours: M,W,Th 9am-5:30pm
Phone: 989.225.0221
  
AL Post #245
 3564 S. Reserve Rd.
Prudenville, MI 48651
Hours: Friday 8am-4pm
Phone: 989.492.0086

Saginaw Vet Center 
5360 Hampton Place Ste 200
Saginaw, MI 48604
Hours: Wed & Thur 8am-4pm
Phone: 517.897.1124

Saginaw VAMC, 1500 Weiss st
Saginaw, MI 48602
Hours: M,T, W- 8am-4pm
Phone: 989.497.2500 ex11730

Schoolcraft County OVA 
300 Walnut St. #206B
Manistique, MI 49854
Hours: Tuesday 8am-4pm
Phone: 906.202.4238

AL Post 248 
1240 W. Grand River
Laingsburg, MI 48848
Hours: 1st Wed 8am-4pm
Phone: 313.964.6640
 
Ann Arbor VAMC 
2215 Fuller Rd.
Ann Arbor, MI 48105
Hours: M-F 8am-4pm
Phone: 517.243.5991
  
AL Post 305
9548 Cherry Valley Ave SE 
Caledonia, MI 49316
Hours: Mon 8:30am-3:30pm
Phone: 616.268.8073

Michigan Works Bldg 401 
North Lake St., Suite 700
Cadillac, MI 49601
Hours: Mon 8:30am-4:30pm
Phone: 231.590.6200

VFW Post 5670, 
54 N. Mitchell Rd, 
Gwinn, MI 49841
Hours: Thurs, 8am-4pm 
Phone: 906.286.3776

American Legion 
Veterans Affairs 
& Rehabilitation 

Our staff is dedicated to pro-
viding the very best veterans’ 

advocacy to Michigan Veterans 
and their families.They can assist with Claims Prepa-
ration, Presentation and appeal counsel in Veterans’ 
benefits services. Let us assist you and your depen-

dents in getting the benefits that you have earned by 
your service to your country. 

Mr. Gary Easterling, Director
geasterling@michiganlegion.org
Cell (313) 549-8557

Tripp Cantwell, Assistant Director
Office Phone (313) 964-6640 
Fax (313) 964-5697

e-mail - al.vbadet@va.gov
Visit us on Facebook at: 

www.facebook.com/MichiganVAR
Service Officers

Richard Jacobson  906.524.7746
Stacy King 906.474.9670
Babcock, Phillip 231.299.1414
Elizebeth Cuddington  989.492.0086
Stephanie Fisher 989.225.0221
Thomas Kaiser 517.331.1720
Patty Breas 616.268.8073
Rebecca Lewis 517.371.4720    Ext. 112
Richard Wiles 517.897.0855
Brian Machuk 989.321.4650

Gary Easterling
Director

DON’T FACE THE VA ALONE!
Find an American Legion Veteran Service Officer near you. Use an Accredited Veteran Service Officer.  Here are where American Legion Department 

Service Officers are.  If one is not near you call 313-964-6640 and they will guide you to an accredited veteran service officer who will help you.
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Giving a Member a Lift
Ann Arbor Post 46 recently received a request for a lift chair from member, Bill Es-

tepp, whose cancer has metastasized into his spine, making it difficult for him to get in 
and out of a chair. Member Bob Bull came to the rescue. The chair was ordered and deliv-
ered. Four volunteers arrived to assemble the chair.

Chelsea Post and Squadron #31 conduct The Opening Flag Raising Ceremony for The 
Chelsea Community Fair in August 2022.

2023 Guy M. Wilson $1,000 Scholarship 
Recipients:

1. Hailey Janik- Plymouth, MI
2. Lillian Lee- Ypsilanti, MI 
3. Kaylee Wilber- Bronson, MI 
4. Nicklaus Berry- Sturgis, MI
5. MacKenzie Parker- Caledonia, MI 
6. Nathan Mobly- Burton, MI
7. Olivia Adams- Unionville, MI 
8. Grace Hall- Fraser, MI
9. Laina Harger- St. Charles, MI
10. Evan Paul- Twin Lake, MI 
11. Mackenzie Kaminski- Mio, MI
12. Axel Raybourn- Oscoda, MI
13. Samantha Keilman- Flat Rock, MI
14. Paytin Jamieson- Shelby Twp., MI
15. Wyatt Kloss- Harbor Springs, MI

2023 William D. and Jewell Brewer $500 
Scholarship Recipients:

1. Zebedee Swager- Chelsea, MI
2. Savannah Foster- Battle Creek, MI
3. Anna Creagan- Decatur, MI
4. Evan Renn- Grayling, MI 
5. Journey Hutchins- Central Lake, MI

1919-2023
MARCH 15TH
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Boys & Girls State
Recruiting
Parents Are The Key
Mark Brejcha, 
Michigan Boys State Recruiter

America’s premier civics program for high school juniors is back 
in residence for 2023.  Michigan Boys State will meet on the cam-
pus of Grand Valley State University, while Michigan Girls State will 
meet on the campus of Michigan State University.  Both convene on 
the same week - June 18-24th.  The department is asking all posts to 
energize their youth directors or other interested members to con-
tact their local and surrounding high schools directly and arrange 
a meeting with the Social Studies Department teacher to talk about 
the program.  

One of the main keys to the whole program is parents.  Students 
are busy.  They seldom take the time to ask, “Why is Boys and Girls 
State important to my future?”  We, as Legionnaires, must first sell 
the program to the parents.  It’s primarily the parents who end up 
having the conversation with their son/daughter about their future 
plans with a career and college.  Boys and Girls State offers families a 
clear path to a future vocation for students heading into their senior 
year of high school. 

Here’s a simple checklist for your Post Boys and Girls State re-
cruiter to use:

• Contact your Local High School Senior Social Studies Teacher
• Arrange a Meeting
• Share the Program via Department Website
• Receive Contact Information on Candidates
• Send a Nomination Letter to Parents
• Follow-Up With a Call or Email

You will be amazed at the results.  There is still time to recruit, 
but the clock is ticking.  Michigan Legionnaires have until the first of 
May to identify, notify, and process candidates from your local high 
schools.  With exceptions, we will accept candidates who process lat-
er than May on a case-by-case basis.  

The American Legion Preamble says it best, “...to safeguard and 
transmit to posterity (the generation after us), the principles of jus-
tice, freedom, and democracy.”  The Boys and Girls State program 
is designed to do just that.  Please contact me via email mbrejcha@
brps.org if you have any questions.  Cheers.

Tim Poxson, Legislative Chair

Legislative Update

With the new year came a new legislative session. We 
also have a Democrat-controlled House, Senate, and Gover-
nor’s office. What does that mean for Veteran issues?  I have 
high hopes that Veteran issues will remain non-partisan as 
they should be, and we will get continued support for our 
Veteran issues.  As I have said, the Department of Michigan 

and our Post always remain non-partisan.  Showing favoritism to one party or 
over a different party Will come back to hurt us when the changes in control take 
place in elected offices. Please follow department rules even if one of the persons 
running for elected office is a member of your Post.  

Members have asked me, “why does one subject become something that the 
American Legion Department of Michigan fights for and another not?” Or anoth-
er way to put it, “how do we establish legislative priorities?”   Well, the answer is 
that many legislative priorities come from the membership. Ground up!  

First, a member or a Post writes a resolution and brings it before the Post they 
are a member in. Then if it passes at the Post level, it is forwarded to the Depart-
ment with a copy of the minutes that show that it passed at the post level. The 
Department then brings it to the next Conference, Convention, or Meeting of the 
Michigan American Legion. At that meeting, the Time and Place Committee as-
signs the resolution to the appropriate committee, and Legislation Resolutions are 
assigned to the Legislative Committee. The committee then meets and determines 
if they will support or reject or make no recommendation to the Department 
Executive Committee or, in the case of convention, the entire body of delegates.  
When a vote is taken, if passed, the resolution becomes a priority.  The commit-
tee has the right to work on a Resolution, but it still must be moved through the 
system and approved by the appropriate committee and the department executive 
committee. I know the system sounds complicated, but a system must be in place 
to set Legislative priorities.  

Throughout the legislative session, other items come to our attention. This will 
include issues of new Legislation introduced during the session that the Ameri-
can Legion should take a position on.  A bill is more likely to get our support if 
we have advance notice of the bill going to committee by three or more days.  In 
some instances, we get a last-minute notice, and it is something we should take a 
position on. In that case, a notification should be sent to the Commander and the 
Vice Commanders to advise them of the issue. At that point, they will notify the 
Legislative Chair of the position of the American Legion. (Please see the Website 
for the American Legion Department of Michigan Legislative priorities for 2023-
2024).  

You can take any position on any bill coming before the Legislators. And you 
have the right to meet with your elected officials. However, you cannot represent 
that your position is the official position of the American Legion Department of 
Michigan. You will be speaking as an individual.  
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Around the State...
At the Posts Christmas celebration, Robert 

Holt, WWII and 100 years old joined the Ameri-
can Legion  at Patrick Leo Hanlon Post 55, Albi-
on, Michigan on December 7, 2022.

Mr. Holt joins a company of 5 other WWII 
Veterans and 13 from the Korean conflict that are 
members of the Post. 

Commander Calvin Bates and Adjutant Mike Yost induct-
ed Mr. Holt. He was presented with his membership card, 
Legion cap, and a legion ball cap.  

Christmas Day 2022 at Edward’s Post 14, Birmingham/Troy

Blumfield Post 229 Legionnaire Merlin Fed-
erspiel (Korean War Veteran) received his 
long-waited “Eagle” cane. Thanks to Legionnaire 
Jim Lapan for his wood carving skills.

Pictured L-R Virgil Norris, Jim Lapan, Merlin Federspiel, 
Gary Dietrich.

Members of Post 57 in Owosso enjoying the opportunity 
to recycle and upgrade a not-so-wanted holiday gift for 
something better during their regifting party.

S.A.L. Color Guard performs opening ceremo-
nies at Red Bud Motocross Track in

Buchanon. 

Pictured (l-r) Rodney Tolbert, Ron Wyatt, Steve Hamilton, 
Skip Collis, and Danny Gleason

Frank Wendland Post 253 Royal Oak 
celebrating its 102nd year of Scouts with a 

Blue and Gold Ceremony

Pictured from left to right Department Sgt at Arms L. 
Chase, Zone Winner Evelyn Wells, 18th District Com-
mander K. Lambouris, 18th District Scholarship Chair S. 
Wawruck, Dept. Assist Chaplain J. Warunek, and Dept. 
Asst Sgt at Arms M. Fitzgerald

3rd Zone Selects Evelyn Wells for their 
Oratorical Contest Winner 

Portland American Legion Post 129 donat-
ed $500 to the Marines Toys for Tots and $500 
to the Portland Community Fund

Pictured L-R, Commander Dave Fedewa, Marine Sgt Bla-
cyki. Marine SSgt Sweeney and Legionnaire Joel VanSlam-
brouk

Commander Dave Fedewa hands off check to PCFA Presi-
dent Rick Schneider

Steve Podgornik Volunteer of The Year and 5th Zone 
Commander John Pickard

5tH Zone volunteer 
of tHe Year

Gary Easterling Director American Legion Affairs & the 
Detroit staff

Squadron #300 2nd vice commander Don Squadron #300 2nd vice commander Don 
Quehl hands off gift cards, worth $2,000.00 to Quehl hands off gift cards, worth $2,000.00 to 
Lisa Getty from Lake City Schools to help fam-Lisa Getty from Lake City Schools to help fam-
ilies out at Christmas 2022.ilies out at Christmas 2022.


