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BITS AND PIECES
Our Veterans Serving
Veterans
Since 1919
CALENDAR OF EVENTS
29 June, E-Board meeting WebEx, 7 pm
15 July, 11-3 pm. West Michigan Veterans Ranch Free Coffee, donut, friendship
gathering. Flows Pizza 4425 14 Mile Rd NE Rockford; Please Join Us all.
27 July E-Board meeting WebEx, 7 pm
Buddy Check will continue, no Post meetings until September as in the past.
Those that wish to take part in the EBoard meetings, contact Bill Palczewski or
myself Don and we will include you in the WebEx program used for the meeting.
If you wish to be part of the Buddy Check program, give Don a call 616-802-0806.
.
WHAT’S HAPPENING
Hot days of summer have arrived in Michigan. As
the strings that tie us to our homes loosen, and you
start traveling about, be safe. The mask you may
wear will cause the air we breath in to be even
hotter when outside. So we need to drink a lot of
water, be aware of the humidity, temp., and protect
ourselves from that virus we may come in contact
with.
Our Club has reopened and as with all the other
businesses, there are changes to how we order at
the bar and the club seating. Still to be identified is
how we are going to continue events and
fundraisers at the club. The staff, lead by Scott, are
working hard to make things happen without
making unnecessary changes. The three Post did
have a consolidated installation of Officers. Eric
Nelson, member of Post 258 and Commander of
United Veterans Council of Kent County performed
the ceremony. The ceremony went well but we did
miss our membership.The restrictions on the
number of members that can gather and space
needed to provide needed distances made it

Proud to Serve

difficult to invite all the membership. The Home and
Bar Boards are hard at work to update the lease
and by-laws of the club. Late June, there will be a
meeting with an attorney in hope that some of our
questions can be answered so we can proceed to
improve what we have.
Our meeting in September, we normally are
privilaged to have the young and their family that
attended Boy and Girl State. This year both
programs were cancelled. It has been suggested
that we change that meeting to recognize our Past
Commanders and Presidents which is something
that has fallen on the wayside for about six years.
More on that in the upcoming August issue of B&P.
Please submit any announcements or items for the
newsletter to Don Fletcher, Editor. Requests must
be received by the 15th to be in the next newsletter.
(616)802-0806 cajohnsonpost2@gmail.com

Veteran Project New Life
1919 - 2019
Carl A. Johnson Post 0002 of Michigan
Projecting a Project meeting to be held at the
Boat and Canoe in September or October and
all are welcome to attend. The objective of the
meeting is to identify what today's Veteran is
needing and wanting, how can we support it,
set a projected time line in planning, and
identify volunteers to take part in the planning.
Questions or input is always welcome, call Don
616-802-0806 or email at
cajohnsonpost2@gmail.com
At The Boat and Canoe
Greetings all,
Thanks so much for the support during our first week
back - it has been wonderful seeing so many familiar
faces. Thanks also for adapting to the new layout and
for being very understanding of the challenges in
compliance with new rules.
We will be trying to incorporate our monthly events
back into the plan gradually, and first up will
be Burger Night on Friday, June 26. Serving from
5:00 - 7:30, and you can get a grilled burger or
two hot dogs with chips, slaw, and a pickle for $6. It
will look a bit different, as buffets and common-touch
items are off-limits for now; we are also stretching
out the serving time to allow for a smoother kitchen
prep and serving process. Feel free to take it to-go if
you like, but please come down and support the Club
if you can.
We are tentatively setting up for our
annual Independence Day Eve party on Friday,
July 3, so circle the date on your calendar, and keep
an eye out in your e-mail box and at the Club as
details emerge. Cash donations for fireworks are
being accepted, as the lockdown wiped out our
fundraisers for fireworks this spring.

Also, on Sunday, July 26, our "official" Spring
Scramble takes place at North Kent Golf Club.
8:30 shotgun start, and price will be determined as
soon as we know what we can offer for a meal. A
signup sheet will be posted on the bulletin board, or
you can reply to this e-mail to sign up your foursome.
Our "unofficial" Scramble this past Sunday attracted
nine foursomes and a great time was had by all, with
Jason Geoghan's team taking 1st place at a 4-under
par 66.
Roast Beef Dinner on Sundays will likely be returning
in August, so stay tuned for updates on that.
Be well everyone!
-- Scott Byrne, Boat & Canoe Club Council President

Did You Know?
The annual Grand Rapids Veterans Home
Carnival is cancelled for this year. It normally
is held in July.
Informational: www.michiganveterans.com
Auxiliary BITS & PIECES – July 2020
Because of the COVID-19 pandemic, we have not
had an Auxiliary meeting since March. July and
August we don’t normally hold meetings, but we are
hopeful that September will bring us together
again. As things continue to open up and people
feel more comfortable about getting together, we
need to stay optimistic about the future. You will be
up-to-dated on what is happening through the Bits
& Pieces or you can contact any of our officers –
President Fran Kazmierski (616-361-2809),
Historian Theresa Wheeler (616-531-3533), or
myself if you have questions. The Boat and Canoe
Club is now open, with restrictions, so we hope we
are going in the right direction to get together.
We want to thank everyone for your generous
donations to the Poppy Program, both Auxiliary and
Legion members. These funds are used to support
our veterans and their families. This is also a
difficult time for our veterans who reside at the
Grand Rapids Home for Veterans. They have been
quarantined to their rooms, including eating in their
rooms, since the virus started. Now I understand
that they are briefly allowed to leave their rooms for

short walks with an escort, so hopefully that
continues to go in a good direction.
Recently we were able to make some donations to
the American Legion’s Wilwin Lodge located in
Mason County, Michigan. Wilwin is a place for
veterans and their families to get away and relax. It
is a wooded area full of wild life. There is also a
lake for boating and swimming, plus hiking, and
other recreational activities. This is a time for the
veterans to recover and renew, especially for those
with PTSD. There are apartments and also several
cabins. Last year at an Auxiliary meeting, the
various Districts in Michigan were asked to adopt a
cabin and furnish it with needed items. The Fifth
District (consisting of Units in Kent and Ottawa
counties) is providing such things as bedding,
towels and washcloths, shower curtain, refrigerator
condiments, paper products, etc. Our Unit
purchased aluminum foil, Saran wrap, and quart
and gallon size Ziploc baggies. A group of Auxiliary
members is going to Wilwin later in June to clean
the cabin and bring the supplies. Poppy funds
were used to purchase these donations.
July Birthdays:
7
Diana Lightfoot
8
Betty Lou DiTrapani
11
Kristin Gray
12
Judy Siggins-Otten
14
Sabrina Granstra
14
Carol Leys
24
Barbara Sampson
27
Kelly Brown
Pamela McVeigh, Secretary/Treasurer
(616) 452-6311
email: p.mcveigh@comcast.net

Post-Adjutants Corner
Having trouble getting membership renewed,
send us an email cajohnsonpost2@gmail.com.
or call 616-802-0806. Thank you for all the
support. Together we succeed. Watch your
Mail renewal notices for 2021 will be arriving
your mailbox the first part of July. Pay early
and you won’t get multiple renewal notices.
Post Web page: www.alpost2.org
Facebook: American Legion Post 2 Grand Rapids
Mi. And Mylegion.org
myLegion.org is a FREE website designed to
connect members of The American Legion to
their Post and Department leadership,

POST-July 2020 Birthdays
1 Ronald Bloom

07/02

2 Dan Pfenning

07/09

3 Robert Todd

07/12

4 Alfred Palmer

07/12

5 Edmund Karas

07/12

6 Mark Chamberlain 07/16
7 Robert Saenz

07/23

8 Donald Fletcher

07/23

9 Donald Leys

07/25

10 Jerry Gray

07/26

11 Steven Johnson

07/27

12 William Barnett

07/28

The following Brothers have served and now
departed and joined our all Superior
Commander:
Ronald Bouwkamp 12 June 2019
Carl W. Hentschel 20 June 2019
Robert O'Brian 3 July 2019
Gordon Lee Woodard 18 November 2019
Dale Gould 16 May 2020
Richard Groggel 18 May 2020
John Carpenter 03 June 2020
Important numbers: Don’t Face the VA Alone!
Use an American Legion accredited Veteran
Service Officer. Find one near you by calling 313964-6641. Michigan Veterans Affairs Agency: 800–
mich-vet (642-4883) Veteran Suicide Hotline—
800– 273-8255 VA Veteran Homeless resources—
877-424-3838 Department of Michigan
Headquarters: 517-371- 4720
Do not forget the Post has a Service Officer who
will use the assets of the Post to assist if possible.
William Palczewski
Carl A. Johnson Post #2
American Legion
Grand Rapids, Mi.

History is made and is
everywhere.

their positions until the 2021 Fall Meetings of
the National Executive Committee. The
convention cancellation and extension of
national officer terms are within the authority of
the National Executive Committee, according
to The American Legion’s constitution and
bylaws.
September

Canceled American
Legion summer events



The American Legion
MAY 11, 2020

Combined Americanism Conference in
Indianapolis

FacebookTwitterMore

Ongoing restrictions and uncertainties related
to the global COVID-19 pandemic has forced
The American Legion National Headquarters to
cancel summer events and programs. The
following are current updates to those 2020
cancellations.

National Children & Youth Conference in
Indianapolis

Past Post Cmdr. Donald J. Leys 1967-68

July




Boys Nation in Washington, D.C., and the
awarding of the Samsung American Legion
Scholarships. It is through the Boys State
and Girls State programs that participants
are afforded eligibility to apply for the
Samsung American Legion Scholarship.
3-Position Air Rifle National Championship
in Colorado Springs, Colo.

Past Post Cmdr. Joseph Cunningham 196869

August







National Membership Workshop
Legion Baseball Regionals
American Legion Baseball World Series in
Shelby, N.C. And the awarding of
American Legion Baseball scholarships.
Legacy Run
National Convention in Louisville, Ky. The
102nd National Convention is now
scheduled for Aug. 27 – Sept. 2, 2021, in
Phoenix.

Terms of currently serving national officers,
including National Commander James W.
Oxford, are extended until then. Nationally
appointed American Legion commission and
committee chairpersons will also remain in

Please submit any announcements or items for the
newsletter to Don Fletcher, Editor. Requests must
be received by the 15th to be in the next newsletter.
(616)802-0806 cajohnsonpost2@gmail.com

